William M and Ann Murdoch Gile 


Ann Murdoch was the fourth child of John Murray and 


Ann Steel Murdoch. She was born September 14 
City, Utah. She was named Ann after her mothe 
born the year the grasshoppers were so destruc 
crops in Salt Lake. 

She was born of goodly parents who lef 

joined The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-da 
land, experiencing many tribulations for the g 
and came to Utah. They arrived in 1852. Afte 
struggle and working in the Church and minglin 
of God, they decided to move. 
In 1860, Ann, 
Provo Valley (now Heber City) in company with 
and family and others. The first home of the 
dugout built at the old Heber Fort located in 
part of Heber. There was no stove, so meals h 
in an open fireplace. There were bake skillet 
bread was baked and there were a few pots and 
soap was homemade and also their cloth for mak 
homespun from wool. The women had to work and 
busy as the men. They also made candles for 1 
mutton tallow. There was a good family love i 
family. 


As a child, Ann was very active. 
benches. She was very energetic and became a 
dent. Her education was fair for those times. 

She loved music and used her beautiful 
life for the benefit of others, in school and 
ities. As children at home, the girls enjoyed 
their father and mother. Many pleasant times 


ing the long winter evenings in family singing. 
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the team of oxgn, to milk the cows, to tend the chickens 
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In our childhood d 
tingham, England, in 1862, 
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Giles, Elizabeth, George M., and 
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we all were in our social crowd together. We all joing¢d 


going to socials, plays, meetings, and dance 


dence, Their names were Thomas and Mariah etre 
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came one of our intimate childhood friends. As we grew older, 


over the green fields. We gathered the wild berries amd joined 


in all the fun of the young folks. 


Then as Ann grew older, William seleeted her a his 


best girl. Their parents lived just one block apart, po 
and Ann became very well acquainted with each other, apd 


young people, took a large f 
country. 

She was the daughter of a farmer and he was the 

f each other}. 


a farmer, so they 
William s an Indian fighter, and when, young man, 
was called to go guard against the Indians young Ann wpu 
Heavenly Father to protect William Giles and to sper 
life so he could return to her. This s very much to t 
amusement of the family. 

In the spring of 1866, Robert T. Burton and Dalvi 
Ross the militia 2l 
enlist if possible. It w known that Blackhs 
ors intended to start killing the cattle and 
rhe settlements. Practically all men of proper 
and bought guns and ammunition so they sould def 


came to Heber to organi 
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and their property. 
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Boston, Massachusetts, patented March 6, 1860. 
William M. Giles enlisted in the cavalry 
number of expeditions. He, in company with ti 
under Major Hamilton, went to the Indian 
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ssible, and stop the war. But they found only a 
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Another time, later on, the Indians made one 
several raids on this valley, and William M. Giles 


to follow them and try to get them to give back the horns 


but in this he failed. The Indians drove the horses acl 
the Provo River near William Bagiey's and over into Ame 
Fork Canyon, expecting to get ahead of our men, Our me 
lowed them into the cedars, but finally lost track of t 
Of the seven raids made on this valley, the Ind 
got away with the stock six times. 
Those were stirring times, and men ran many ris 


rican 
m fol- 


hem, 
ians 


ks of 


their lives. Seventy white people and many Indians were killed 


during that war. William M. was one of those who often 
his life trying to protect the lives of others. He was 
provider for his family and did his full share in helpi 
build up this country, especially Heber City. 


risked 
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ng to 


On the fifth day of June , 1871, William M. and Ann 
Murdoch were married in the Endowment House in Salt Lake City. 


Their first home was built down in the field just west 
Heber ball park. Later, they built a nice two-story br 


of the 
lick 


house at 191 West 100 South in Heber, The house still stands 


and is owned by William Sheets. 

To them the following children were born: John 
(also know as John T.M.) September 22, 1872; Mariah, May 
William, 24 October 1875; Jane Ann, March 13, 1877; Georg 
January 11, 1879; Sarah Elizabeth, September 30, 1880; 
Fielding, January 6, 1882; Orson Edwin, September 25, 1 
James Alvin, April 18, 1885; Henry Alexander, February 


and Charles Andrew, March 15, 1888. All of these childt 


were born in Heber City, Utah. 


William and Ann were hard working people. Willf 


homesteaded 160 acres southwest of Heber, down close to 
river, known as the Bill M. Homestead. They farmed, mi 
cows, raised pigs and chickens, and churned butter. Wh 
churned the cream it was put in an old wooden churn, 
was a dash that had to be worked up and down for severa 
utes before the butter would come. Then the buttermilk 
have to be worked out with a wooden paddle before the b 
could be used. Ann would leave large chunks of butter 
buttermilk, then give it to some of her sisters or neig 
so they would also have some butter. She was kind to e 

Ann was a good housekeeper, and she loved her ce 
dearly. She was always a wonderful mother, making home 
pleasant place for her family and for many, many others 
would call. One young man told 
time of his life was when he vis 
with her family and she would play the comb music and t 
‘would all dance. She was a grand Relief Society worker 
ga a tender helping hand to the poor and the needy. 
Ann was blessed with a comfortable living, never were t 
in need turned from her door nor neglected by her. Her 
friend, Mary Foreman, composed a poem about her, but th 
verse is all I can remember: 
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Annie was a Mormon, 

A friend unto the poor, 

And never did she turn away 
The hungry from her door, 


She had to do her washing in a tub, scrub thel c 
on a washboard, and wring the water out of them by hahd 
she ironed, she used flatirons heated on top of th 
The floors were just boards and had to be scrubbed wilth 
scrubbing brush. So her household chores were very hpr 
time consuming. 

They were successful in raising their family [in 
of the many, many problems they had to solve. Ann wks 
daughter, a true sister, a true wife and mother, Ther 
both true pioneers. 

Ann's life was short. She contracted pneumonia 
Ss expecting her twelfth child. The pneumonia was tho 
r her, and she died January 2, 1890, leaving ten liyi 
dren, One daughter, Mariah, preceded her in death. 

A tribute to Ann Giles was written by Verna Gil 
yrranddaughter, in 1927. She was the daughter of =e 


gra 
and Mary Elizabeth Mair Giles of Heber City, Utah. Ver 
looking at her dear Grandmother Ann's picture which was 
ing on the wall of her father and mother's home when f 
wonderful thoughts came to her mind: 


Dear Grandmother of Mine 
Although your fàce I've never seen, 
Nor felt your tender caress 
Your photograph is so serene, 
It seems you're near to bless. 


Your eyes so mild, your mouth so kind 
Tell of beauty and love. 

Your patient soul, your gentle mind, 
God gave as fts from above. 


The kindness you rendered to others 
Is written right there on your face, 
It says, “Among wonderful Mothers, 
You hold a most wonderful place." 


As I study that dear picture of a wonderful you, 
It tells me again and again 
That you were a true friend through and through 


And a beautiful mother to men. 


And so, dear grandmother of mine, 

I'm thankful day by day 

That your life shows, lovely, true, and fine, 
In your picture tucked away. 
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Giles, William Giles, Ann 
Murdoch Giles, John Thom 
Giles, and George David 
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